CHAP. VI                THE OXFOKD THACTS                         93

essential part of its theory of government, that, as a
Christian nation, she is also a part of Christ's Church,
and bound, in all her legislation and policy, by the fun-
damental laws of that Church." When "a Government
and people, so constituted, threw off the restraint which
in many respects such a principle would impose upion
them, nay, disavowed the principle itself," this, to those
whose ideas Mr. Keble represented, seemed nothing
short of a "direct disavowal of the sovereignty of
God. If it be true anywhere that such enactments
are forced on the legislature by public opinion, is
Apostasy too hard a word to describe the temper of
such a nation ? " The sermon was a call to face in
earnest a changed state of things, full of immediate
and pressing danger; to consider how it was to be
met by Christians and Churchmen, and to watch
motives and tempers. "Surely it will be no un-
worthy principle if any man is more circumspect in
his behaviour, more watchful and fearful of himself,
more earnest in his petitions for spiritual aid, from a
dread of disparaging the holy name of the English
Church in her hour of peril by his own personal fault
and negligence. As to those who, either by station
or temper, feel themselves more deeply interested,
they cannot be too careful in reminding themselves
that one chief danger in times of change and excite-
ment arises from their tendency to engross the whole
mind. Public concerns, ecclesiastical or civil, will prove
indeed ruinous to those who permit them to occupy
all their care and thought, neglecting or undervaluing